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Enjoy a bacon butty
and find out about how
Apprenticeships can
work for your business

JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST ON

Friday February 10th
from 7:30am - 9:00am

Meet the apprenticeship team

Find out about funding opportunities

Talk to apprentices working locally

Explore a cost-effective way of
recruiting and training staff

Call 01932 797712 or email sarah.webster@brooklands.ac.uk
to register your attendance

www.brooklands.ac.uk Brooklands College, Heath Road,Weybridge KT13 8TT

Vegetarian butties too!

You wouldn’t expose yourself to the elements, so look after your internal pipes too.
Don’t get caught out, visit

www.veoliawater.co.uk/coldweather
and beat the BIG chill

Last year in a single day, VeoliaWater
received 1,600 calls from local families
with frozen or burst pipes at home.

You can stop this happening to your home
by lagging your pipes – it’s quick, easy and
cheap to do.

Stop water pipes from bursting this winter
by keeping them snug.

Beat theBig Chill

Tuesday 7th February
9:30am - 11am

News for Elmbridge

CARE homes in Elm-
bridge will be taking part 
in National Storytelling 
Week by telling a tale or 
two of their own.

Sutton Lodge Nursing 
Home in Weybridge, 
Wingham Court Care 
Centre in Claygate, Ar-
brook House Nursing 
Home in Esher and St 
George’s Nursing Home 
in Cobham are inviting 
nearby residents to take 
parts.

Parveen Alishah, man-
ager of Wingham Court 
Care Centre, said: “We 
are going to be bringing 
classic stories alive so 
everyone is welcome to 
join us, whether that’s to 
share a favourite story or 
to enjoy listening to other 
tales and fables.

“A good read is such a 
valuable activity, no mat-
ter what age you are.”

The home has organ-
ised community events 
on Wednesday and 
Thursday, with visits 
from pupils from 
Claremont Fan Court 
School in Esher.

National Storytelling 
Week runs from Saturday 
January 28 until Saturday 
February 4.

Call 0845 600 4622 or 
email storytellingweek@
bupa.com.

Homing 
in on a 
good 
story

SPENDING the evening in a 
police van on a Friday night 
isn’t my usual way of starting a 
weekend. 

But when I was given the op-
portunity to accompany two 
police officers in the execution 
of their duty, I was excited at 
the prospect of seeing Elm-
bridge through the eyes of the 
law.

An evening briefing by 
Elmbridge Neighbourhood Sgt 
Mark Bracknell kicked off the 
shift, with constables, special 
constables (volunteer police 
officers) and community sup-
port officers (PCSOs) sharing 
information about known trou-
blemakers to look out for. 

We left Walton Police Station 
shortly before 7.30pm in the 
van.

“This one was used during 
the summer riots,” Sgt Bracknell 
informed me. 

We were joined by PC Dan 
Moreton, a member of the 
Cobham and Oxshott neigh-
bourhood team by day.

It was Friday the 13th and it 
became clear quite early on 
that this was not a usual Friday 
night on the beat. 

The temperature was below 
freezing and the streets were 
bare. Would it be lucky 13?

With only a few calls coming 
through on the radio, officers 
set out to check areas 

Walk into the middle of a blazing 
row? It’s all in the line of duty...

One moment we thought it was a wasted evening; 
moments later we were hurtling through the streets of 

Elmbridge. The borough’s police team deals with all 
sorts of reports on Friday nights, as reporter 

Claire French was about to find out...
associated with crime and an-
tisocial behaviour.

Car park meeting points for 
boy racers and secluded areas 
used by doggers were an obvi-
ous port of call.

Two drivers parked up in a 
road close to Cobham were the 
first to be checked.

The driver of an estate car 
was trying to sleep, and the de-
tails of a man who said he was 
going to sleep in his car before 
driving to Burton-upon-Trent 
were also checked.

Officers are able to use their 
smart phones to check the de-
tails of vehicle registration, giv-
ing them access to information 
about the owners. 

Patrolling the borough and 
supporting other officers was 
the job of Sgt Bracknell and PC 
Moreton. Most officers work in 
pairs and have their own areas 
to patrol.

As well as looking out for 
people breaking the law and 
backing up other units, a lot of 
the evening work involves in-
teracting with the public.

“It’s a lot easier when you’re 
nice to people and show them 
some respect,” Sgt Bracknell 
told me. 

During the course of the 
evening, we stopped to speak 
to bouncers and revellers out-
side pubs and bars and groups 
of young people out for the 
evening.

Approaching the rounda-
bout linking Queens Road and 
Seven Hills Road in Hersham, 
a Ford Transit van went past 
and the police van’s blue flash-
ing lights went on, but to my 
disappointment sirens were 
not necessary.

Catching up with the van, a 
group of four men heading to a 
party were let out of the back of 
the vehicle. 

Insisting they had “come 
from the bushes”, the driver fi-
nally accepted he had broken 
the law by not ensuring his four 
passengers were in seatbelts.

The young driver disclosed 
that he and Sgt Bracknell had 
come into contact before when 
he was pulled over on a previ-

ous occasion. 
He was given a £60 fixed 

penalty notice and three points 
on his licence. 

“People around here know 
me well,” Sgt Bracknell, who 
has worked for Surrey Police 
since 2001, said.

I ask him if he thinks there is 
too much red tape in modern 
frontline policing. 

Are there really too many 
forms to fill in? 

He doesn’t seem to think so: 
“You get quicker with experi-
ence,” he said.

Our next job was to check a 
unit on an industrial estate 
where incidents of stalking 
have been reported in recent 
months.

An adult television channel 
is filmed from a property in 
Hersham and a number of 
women have apparently been 
harassed after finishing work. 

“It looks like a quiet night,” 
proved optimistic as minutes 
later we were called to back up 
another unit at a ‘domestic’ 
incident.

The hysterical shouting of a 
man was coming down the ra-
dio. As we approached at high 
speed, the heated argument 
that was being carried out be-
hind a hedge could clearly be 
heard from the street.

As I waited and watched 
from the van, more police cars 
turn up, sirens blaring, coming 
to assist their colleagues.

Three people are arrested.
The arrests prompted an 

abrupt end to my evening on 
the beat at 1am. 

Signing the man into the 
custody suite and filling in pa-
perwork took the two officers 
off their patch. 

After a cup of coffee and a sit 
down, another car heading 
back to Elmbridge returned me 
to Walton Police Station.

The adrenaline that one of-
ficer had spoken of earlier in 
the evening hit me as I reached 
my front door at 1.45am. 

The events I witnessed were 
different to the crime I regular-
ly write about; domestic argu-
ments are shadowed from the 
public eye, but they take up a 
lot of police time. 

What I saw was a snapshot of 
the issues officers face every 
day. 

Asked if the evening had en-
couraged me to sign up as a 
special constable... I am still 
considering it.

People around here know me well... Sgt Mark Bracknell.
Picture: Chris Whiteoak. (Ref: EN120521_03)

Police grateful
over arrests

SGT MARK Bracknell has thanked members of the 
public for their bravery when apprehending a man in 
Thames Ditton who was suspected of crashing into a 
police car.

He was grateful to the people who helped police  
arrest a 17-year-old Kingston youth on suspicion of 
the theft of a motor vehicle.

He said: “Thank you to members of the public who 
made the right decision and the brave members of 
the public who apprehended one of the men.

“When I got there they were holding him down; 
the arrest was made there and then.”

Police had been called to Wessex Close in Thames 
Ditton shortly after 10am after receiving reports of a 
group of men acting suspiciously.

The youth was arrested in Hare Lane on Tuesday 
January 17. Two others were later arrested on suspi-
cion of attempted burglary and on suspicion of fail-
ing to stop following an accident.

They have all been bailed until March 22 pending 
further enquiries.

Police have appealed for witnesses or anyone with 
information to call Surrey Police on 101, quoting the 
reference EL/12/375.

Alternatively call Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555 111.

WALTON is in line to have a 
new wellbeing centre for peo-
ple with dementia in what is 
believed to be the first scheme 
of its kind in the country.

The centre will focus on pro-
viding help and advice, partic-
ularly for those in the early 
stages of dementia.

Carers will also benefit from 
a network of wellbeing centres, 

with 11 planned to be located 
across Surrey.

The first will be opening at 
Manor Farm Day Centre in 
Manor Farm Lane, Egham, in 
March, with another to follow 
in Walton and Caterham.

Jean Rigden, who is chair-
man of Elmbridge Mencap, 
based at Burview Hall, Queens 
Road, Walton, which serves 

people with learning or physi-
cal disabilities in the borough 
and surrounding areas, said 
the centre would be well re-
ceived in the town. 

She said: “Elmbridge 
Mencap mostly works with 
people with learning difficul-
ties, but some of our people do 
have dementia. 

“You never know what you 

are going to encounter as you 
get older.”

Mrs Rigden added that 80% 
of people with Down’s 
Syndrome are likely to get 
dementia.

She added: “And it’s not just 
the person with dementia. It’s 
the carers who need a little bit 
of respite.”

According to Surrey County 

Council (SCC), which is in-
volved in the scheme, many 
people are not aware of the 
services and support available.

They might only seek help 
when the condition has 
deteriorated. 

Social care and health staff 
will be based at the hubs,  
with support provided by the 
Alzheimer’s Society.

As well as SCC, the county’s 
11 borough and district coun-
cils and Surrey and Borders 
NHS Foundation Trust will also 
be involved.

It is estimated that around 
570,000 people in the UK have 
dementia.

The county council’s cabinet 
member for adult social care 
and health, Michael Gosling, 

said: “Dealing with the confu-
sion and forgetfulness that are 
the early signs of dementia is 
difficult enough.

“Until now people have had 
the added challenge of navigat-
ing a maze of services but, by 
working as one team, councils, 
the NHS and voluntary groups 
are making life easier for peo-
ple with the illness.”

Pioneering dementia centre set to open in March

In brief

Beast of a show...
TICKETS are on sale for two 
children’s performances of 
Beauty and the Beast in 
Walton.

The Multi Story Theatre 
show, at the Riverhouse 
Arts Centre in Manor Road, 
will entertain audiences on 
Saturday February 4 at 2pm 
and again at 4pm.

Tickets are £7 (£6 for car-
pet seats). 

Call the box office on 
01932 253354 or book on-
line www.riverhousebarn.
co.uk

Let’s be Frank...
SINATRA fans can enjoy an 
evening of music and tapas 
in Walton next Friday.

La Terraza Spanish tapas 
restaurant hosts swing sing-
er, Ray Lowe, who will per-
form a one man tribute to 
Frank Sinatra and friends, 
including Sammy Davis 
Junior and Dean Martin.

Call 01932 240867 to 
book.

Set for a Vintage 
Brooklands day
THE Vintage Sports Car 
Club will be hosting its an-
nual New Year Driving Tests 
at Brooklands Museum on 
Sunday. 

During the event 60 pre-
war cars will tackle a dozen 
tests around complicated 
courses laid out around the 
historic Brooklands site on 
Test Hill, the Banking and 
the Finishing Straight.

Drivers will compete 
against the clock while try-
ing to avoid picking up pen-
alties for mistakes.

All sorts of pre-war cars 
are expected to take part, 
ranging from stark sports-
racers to stately saloons and 
even a few spindly veterans.

Policing meeting
YOU can tell police what 
their priorities should be at 
a panel meeting in Thames 
Ditton next week.

The meeting, at 8pm on 
Tuesday, will be held at the 
Vera Fletcher Hall in 
Embercourt Road for the 
public to tell community of-
ficers about their concerns.


